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while ostensibly occupied in exploring the Nineveh
domains, and trying to see the bright side of the oatfield.
Claude came to the conclusion that he was either a rough
diamond or a thoroughgoing young scamp. He on Ms
side seemed to look upon Shepherd as a fallen angel,
tramping through wealden clay in shabby corduroys, and
talking about the hay elevators, horse-rakes^ patent
binders, and other glories of his past.

At eleven o'clock Claude sent him to the pigs, and
throwing off his coat and waistcoat, set to work to hoe
cabbages. It was a relief to use his muscles, though it did
not distract his thoughts as much as he could have wished ;
in fact, they were more active than they had ever been
since Ms arrival at Nineveh, There was a quick, uneasy
beating of his heart whenever he realized that he was soon
going home to Emily. She would be waiting for him in
the kitchen, her sleeves turned down, her apron off, just
as Dora waited for Bert Ticehnrsts Mrs. Batt of Jordan's
for Mr. Batt, and Mrs. Hobbs for Mr. Hobbs of Winter
Land. The servant girl, who had put in her first appearance
that morning, had shown some surprise to see that he had
brought his missus with him; she had not, she said,
understood that he was married. He told her that
Mrs. Shepherd would need a great deal of help, as she was
not used to farm life. ** She looks quite a lady/* said the
girl, as Emily passed the window.

Emily had been very quiet ever since she had come
to Nineveh, and she had eaten scarcely anything; but
she always smiled when she met Claude's eyes, and when
he held out Ms hand, she fondled it.

It was years since he had worked so strenuously, for it
was "beneath the dignity of a yeoman farmer to hoe
cabbages* At the end of an hour his muscles were aching,
and the hair on Ms forehead was draggled with sweat;
moreover, he felt ravenously hungry, and decided that it
was high time for dinner. So he flung aside his hoe, and
walked towards the house, his coat and waistcoat on his
, the breeze blowing his damp shirt against Ms sJdn.,